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Overview
The Center for Legal Education (CLE) of the New Mexico State Bar Foundation is a self-
sustaining, nonprofit entity dedicated to providing high quality, affordable, professional training
and education programs to the legal community. Live credit options include live seminars, video
webcasts, video replays and teleseminars. Self-study credit options include on-demand streaming
videos from your computer and DVDs. CLE receives no subsidy from membership licensing fees.

CLE Credit Information
New Mexico
CLE will file New Mexico attorney CLE credits with the New Mexico Supreme Court MCLE
Board within 30 days following programs. Credits for live programs and video replays are
based on the attendee sign-in sheets at the registration desk. Credits for teleseminar and online
courses—video webcasts and on-demand streaming videos—are based on phone call and website
attendance reports accessed by stafl. Certificates of attendance are not necessary. Credits for DVD
courses must be filed by attendees.

Other States and Paralegal Division
CLE will provide certificates of attendance upon request. Attendees are responsible for forwarding
certificates to the organizations to which they belong.

Center for Legal Education
New Mexico State Bar Foundation
P.O. Box 92860
Albuquerque, NM 87199-2860
505-797-6020 or 1-800-876-6227
cleonline@nmbar.org
www.nmbar.org
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Purpose and Use of Materials
These materials reflect the opinions of the authors and/or the reference sources cited and are not necessarily the
opinions of the Center for Legal Education (CLE) of the New Mexico State Bar Foundation (NMSBF), the State Bar of
New Mexico (SBNM), or any Division, Committee or Section thereof. They were prepared to furnish the participants
with a general discussion of certain specific types of legal issues and problems commonly incurred in connection
with representing clients in matters related to the subject of these materials. The issues selected for comment, and the
comment concerning the issues selected, are not intended to be all-inclusive in scope, nor a definitive expression of
the substantive law of the subject matters.

The issues discussed herein are intended as illustrative of the types of issues which can arise in the course of
representation and are not intended to address, nor do they address the broad range of substantive issues which could
potentially arise in the scope of such representation.

The authors/speakers suggest that careful independent consideration, to include a review of more exhaustive reference
sources, be undertaken in representation of a client regarding this subject, and therefore the practitioner should not
solely rely upon these materials presented herein.

No representation or warranty is made concerning the application of the legal or other principles discussed by CLE
instructors or authors to any specific fact situation, nor is any prediction made concerning how any particular judge,
or other official, will interpret or apply such principles. The proper interpretation or application of these materials is a
matter for the considered judgment of the individual practitioner, and therefore CLE, NMSBF and SBNM disclaim all
liability.

Disclaimer
Publications of the Center for Legal Education of the NMSBF and the SBNM are designed to provide accurate
and current information with regard to the subject matter covered as of the time each publication is printed and
distributed. They are intended to help attorneys and other professionals maintain their professional competence.
Publications are sold with the understanding that CLE, NMSBF and SBNM are not engaged in rendering legal,
accounting, or other professional advice. If legal advice or other expert assistance is required, the service of a
competent professional should be sought. Attornevs using CLE, NMSBF and SBNM publications in dealing with
specific legal matters should also research the original source of authority cited in these publications.

© Copyright 2018 by
Center for Legal Education of the New Mexico State Bar Foundation

The Center for Legal Education of the NMSBF owns the copyright to these materials. Permission is hereby granted
for the copying of individual pages or portions of pages of this by photocopy or other similar processes, or by manual
transcription, by or under the direction of licensed attorneys for use in the practice of law. Otherwise, all rights
reserved, and no other use is permitted which will infringe the copyright without the express written consent of the
Center for Legal Education of the NMSBE

Photo Release
The majority of CLE programs are videotaped for later showings and are webcast over the Internet. In addition, a
State Bar photographer may take photos of participants. These photos are for NMSBF and SBNM use only and may
appear in publications and on the website. Your attendance constitutes consent for videotaping, photographing and its
subsequent usage.



Presenter Biographies

Allison Pieroni was born and raised in Albuquerque, and attended St. Mary’s University in San Antonio
Texas, receiving her B.A. in Political Science in 1992. She received an Associates Degree of Applied
Science in Legal Assistant Studies from Albuquerque T-VI in 1995, and graduated from the University of
New Mexico Law School in 2001, where she received Honors in Clinical Law.

Pieroni is a member of The State Bar of New Mexico and serves on the Board for the Children’s Law
Section and the Family Law Section, and she is the past chair of the board of the Children’s Law
Section. Pieroni is a New Mexico Board of Legal Specialization Certified Specialist in Family Law. Pieroni
is a fellow of the American Academy of Adoption Attorneys. Pieroni’s practice focuses on Family Law,
Adoption and Children’s Law. Pieroni is the President of the Adoption and Foster Care Alliance of New
Mexico, a member of the Christian Legal Society and the chair of the board of directors of La Familia-
Namaste.

Pieroni is the owner and principal attorney of Pieroni Family Law, LLC.

John J. Romero, Jr. serves in the Second Judicial District Court in the Children’s Court Division. The
docket includes delinquency, child welfare and adoptions. Judge Romero is actively involved in his
community’s family viclence prevention efforts and was recognized with the 2007 Spirit Advocacy
Award. He presides over the Program for the Empowerment of Girls (PEG), an intensive multi-agency
juvenile probation program for girls who have some type of violence and trauma in their history.

Judge Romero is Co-Chair Emeritus of the Children’s Court Improvement Commission. He remains
involved with the Tribal-State Judicial Consortium. He was the first judge in the country to be
recognized as a Certified Child Welfare Law Specialist by the ABA-accredited National Association of
Counsel for Children. In 2014, Judge Romero received the Alice King Public Service Award. He serves
on the Board of Directors of the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges and will serve as
President of the 80 year old judges’ organization beginning July, 2018.

Twila Hoon graduated from the University of New Mexico with a B.A. in Political Science in 1998 and
graduated from the University of New Mexico School of Law in 2001.

Hoon is member of the The State Bar of New Mexico and her current practice focuses primarily on
Children’s Law, Criminal Law and Appellate Law. Hoon works primarily with indigent defendants and
parents in the Second Judicial District but also as a Guardian ad Litem in other counties. Previously
Hoon was a prosecutor in several districts throughout New Mexico and a Senior Children’s Court
Attorney in Valencia County and as a mediator in several counties. Hoon has been in private practice
since 2009 and is a co-owner of Aragon Ramsey & Hoon, LLC.



Material Information

The Children’s Law Manual is an excellent training resource that you can print out
or view electronically. These resources are available at the Corinne Wolfe Center
for Child & Family Justice at the University of New Mexico.

Home website: htip://childlaw.unm.edw/resources/index.html

New Mexico Child Welfare Handbook: A Legal Manual on Child Abuse and
Neglect
e Full manual: htip://childlaw.unm.edu/assets/docs/20 1 4-child-welfare-

handbook.pdf
e July 2017 updates: http://childlaw.unm.edu/assets/docs/update-to-the-cwh-
handout-2015-2017-combined.pd{

New Mexico Juvenile Justice Handbook
e http://childlaw.unm.edu/assets/docs/Juvenile-Justice-Handbook-August-

2011.pdf
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